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FIFTY THOUSAND
WORKERS MARCH
IN DEFIANCE:

OF THE PINOCHET
FASCIST JUNTA =

May Day, the international workers' day, was & gro occasion that
* manifasted the Chilean workers’ combative mobilization around their claims
in the struggle for their rights and for the freedom of their homeland.

Despite the fascist junta’s banning of the workers' rally and its threats
of reprisals, 50,000 people took part in the marches and meetings held.

The repression which was unleashed against them and whose extent
can be illustrated by the 600 arrests made by the junta’s police, could not
contain the courageous cry for justice and liberty.

In tribute to the Chilean workers and their demonstration, which
was a clesr proof of the new level being reached by the struggle of the Chilean
democratic forces, we reproduce below a part of the Important document
issued on that day by the working-class organizations. S
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The Workers'
Social and Economic
Problems

The government itself recognizes that its economic policy was orlented

. towards an adaptation of prices on.the home market to international prices

practised by developed countries. This caused a considerable price increase
pald for by national property snd seivices. The remunerations of the majority
of workers, on the other hand, are subject to an inverse phenamenon, since
instead of growing they have undergone a spectacular reduction leading to the
impoverishment of practically all workers and-employees both in the private
and in the public sector. The market, 25 an economic regulator, is free in all
fields with the exception of wage bargaining. Hence the economic policy has
brought about a general decrease of income for those who work for their
fiving, as a result of low wages and salaries and the high prices of essential
goods and services. The gap between incomes and resl needs is becoming
wider from day to day and to lead s normal decent existence is becoming
Increasingly difficult. Readjustments are inadequate because the price
is falsified, goods which are niot eseential but whose prices remain r
stable preventing @ correct evaluation of the price increase for essential
goods. How can one explain, for instance, that statistics speak of a 2 per cent
increase when the price of milk has gone up by 30 per cent?

Various organizations have carried out studies on the cost of living for
a family of 4 to 5 people. For the CEPCH (Federation of Workers in the
Private Sector), the minimum monthly wage with prices as they were several
months ago, should be 6,500 pesos, while for the ANEF (National Group of
Workers In the Public Sector) which applies the minimum wage standard
valid up to 1956, it should be 5,580 pesos per month. Nevertheless, large
sectors of the working population sutvive with minimum wages of 2,160 pesos
and in spite of their difficult situation we now learn that the most reactionary
wing of and of the government demands the abolition of the
minimum income with the aim of bringing it down to 826 pesos per month
earned by the workers of the minimum employment scheme
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Re-adjustments should be cal od Dy tripartite commissions con
sisting of workers', amployers’ and state repres tives having identie
al requtations as those of the joint commissions on wages. Among other
duties they should establish minimum wages snd incomas, Trade union
representatives at laast, should be freely slected by the workers and not
merely appointed by the government.

Free movement of prices for essential goods and services should Be hait-
ed in view of the disestrous consequences this poficy hes had for
Chilean familles and because it only promotes the interasts of specu-
Jators and of & few unscrupulous traders.

The present amount of family aliowanices appears to be grossly lakde-
quste. It should be uniform and in na case under 300 pesos per peron.
It would be suitable to increass the budget of the National Commissian
for Assistance in Education and Scholarships for this commission tas
fulfill its mission and neutralize desertion from schools whtich has now
reached unprecedented rates. Wa oppose any system discriminating and
selecting students in relation to their parents’ financial possibilities.
The situation of workers in agriculture is particularly difficutt and wilt
become worse if the process of agrarian reform is not continued. Plans
to return land to the peasants should be taken up once agai

Decrees 208 and 1600 should be abrogated because they require con-
ditions for the allocation of Jand and envisage the displacement of peasant
families. The unjust implementation af these decrses is denounced by peasant
federations and should be stopped. k-

An extensive system of technical aid and credit should urgently be
established to prolong all types of assistance which would otherwise have no

real content. The peasants will then be able to compete vigorously with capi-
land-owners, g

Measures should beddken against unscrupulous buyers who exploft the
peasants’  difficulties to buy their piots of land at miserable prices. This
would avoid the massive exodus from the countryside and help to soive
today’s serious demographic problems.

The taw on peasant trademionism must be preserved whatever the
modifications of the Labour Code because the rural sactor has specific
features which claarly differentiate it from the urban sector.

The decree 275 authorizing Ahe employer to reduce wages by 50
per cent under the pretext of social insurance contributions should b medi-
fied to prevent this deduction from exceeding 25 per cent. Otherwise the
worker gives up his freedom and bacomes a mere slave of the land.

We cannot accept the land to be subjected to a free market, particular-
ly the land included in agrarian reform since this would more or less imply

:m eventual renewal of big properties and the deprivation of peasants and
ndians.




50 MIL TRABAJADORES

DESFILARON DESAFIANDO
LA JUNTA

FASCISTA DE PINOCHET

El 19 de Mayo, dia internacional de los trabajadore:
magno dia de lucha y movilizacion de los trabajadores chilenos,
de sits derechos y por la libertad de su patria.

A pesar de la prohibicién del acto de los trabajadores por la junta
fascista (a autorizario) y 1a amenaza con represafias, 50 mil personas partici-
paron en las marchas y mitines realizados.

La represion que se descargd en contra de ellos, y que se puede medir

fos 600 detenidos por fa policia de la Junta no fue capaz de impedir el
=  de justicia y libertad valientemente manifestado.
Sone Como mnil‘r—‘b’hﬁ saludo a los trabajadores chilenos y su acto, que
a5 demostrativo de los nuevos niveles qu ha venido alcanzando la lucha de las
“democriticas chilenas, reproducimos parte del importante documento
de los trabajadores.

constituyé un
exigencia

Debe reconocerse

a los trabajadores
organizados un lugar
en la sociedad

Problemas
socio-econémicos
de los trabajadores

Es un hecho, reconocido por el propio Gobierno, que su politica econd-
mica se ha encauzado a nivelar 1o precios Internos con los Internacionales que
existen en los paises desarrollados, resultando sumentos superiores lo que se
pagan por bienes y servicios nacionales. Las remuneraciones del comun
de los trabajadores experimentan, en cambio, un fenémeno contrario, pues no
3610 no registran avances, sino una drastica caida que conduce al emprobreci-
miento de Ia gran masa de obreros y empleados, de los sectores publico y p
vado. El mercado, en cuanto regulador economico, es libre en todos los a
pectos menos fa negociacion sobre remuneraciones. La politica economica, en
consecuencia, ha producido una baja general en el nivel de ingresos de los que
viven de su trabajo, producida por los bajos sueldos y los altos precios de los
articulos y servicios esenciales. La brecha entre ingresos y necesidades basi-
cas se hace cada dia mas aguda y es para nosotros cada vez mas dificil sub-
sistir con dignidad. Los resjustes son Insuficientes, por estar distorsionado el

] 05, articulos no esenciales, cuyos yuelu son relati-
el uéllos sin los cuales

del ingreso minimo, posiblemente con }a mira de reducirlo

2 $ 826 mensuales
que se paga a los trabajadores del Empleo Minimo.

ento de los trabajadores ha acarreado una
0, que ha traido consigo el cierre de muchas empre-
sas, Este fendmeno ha sido agudo en areas como la textil, metslmecinica,
construccion y casi toda la industria manufacturera, asi que no es aventurado
pensar que pronto nuestro pais se verd reducido a fa sola actividad extractiva
y de servicios, como en los paises de mayor subdesarrollo. Por estas razones,
entidades patronales como Asimet, Cimara Chilena de la Construccion, Union
de Emprasarios Cristianos, etc. han manifestado reservas acerca del futuro de
Ia industria nacional, y de la implementacion de una politica arancelaria que
favorece la indiscriminada importacion de todo tipo de productos, especial.
‘mente mhmhz y de :Ito costo.

lico y privad

afrontar los precios inte
condiciones miserables, a
trabajer.

Los reajuste:
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los trabajadores y no simplemer gnados por sl Gobi
Debe ponerse término 3 1a politica de libertad indiscriminads de pracios

para los articulos y servicios e

nciales, por las funestas consecuenc:
ilenos y que 1510 favorece a log sspecs
ladores y a algunos comerciantes inescrupuloses.

que ha acarreado a los hogare

Nos parece absolutamente insuficiente el monto actual de las asigna-
ciones familiares. Siendo positive que sean de valor uniforme, éste no
puede ser inferior 3 $ 300 por carga.
Debe aumentarse el presupuestc de la Junta NKAD"A de Auxilic
Escolar y Becas, a fin que cumpla en forma apropiada sus funciones,
como medio de neutralizar Is desercion escolar que ests alcanzanda ribe
tes hasta hoy desconocidos en el pais. Somos contrarios 3 todo sistema
que signifique discriminar y seleccionar a los estudiantes de acuerdo a
a capacidad sconémica de sus padres.
Especialmente dificil es la situacion de los trabajadores del campo y e
agudizard si no se mantiene en vigencia sl proceso de la reforma agraria.
Por ello deben reestudiarse los planes de devolucion de tierras a jos
antiguos propietarios, de modo que estas tierras sean asignadas a los
campesinos.
Deben ser derogados los Decretos Leyes 208 y 1600, en cuanto exigen
requisitos para postular a las asignaciones de tierras, reconsiderando los casos
de desplazamiento. La alicacion injusts de esos decretos, oportunamente

denunciada por las federaciones del agro, debe terminar.

Es necesario implementar en forma urgente un amplio apoye técnico
y crediticio, por ser complemento necesario a toda asistencia que se deses
aplicar, y sin el cual, m-umumm este medio, fos
‘campesinos bu Lu dé la oportur
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el dtscutmu no pueda ser mayor de un 25 uor :un(o De euo mﬂo.dr&
bajador del campo aparece enajenando su libertad y sometido a condiciones
de siervo de la tierra.

No aceptamos que la tierra agricola quede sometida al mercado fibre,
por lo meno: cuanto se refiere al area reformada, porque esto significara a
corto y mediano plazo la reconstitucion de los latifundios y el despojo de
los campesinos y los indigenas.

Para aminorar los efectos de la desocupacion, debe implementarse una




