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REFERENDUM FARCE

In contradiction to the opinions of the
national Air Force and Navy, which were ex-~
pressed in letters sent by the two respec-
tive commanders-in-chief, General Gustavo
Leigh and Admiral José Toribio Merino, both
of whom are members of the Chilean fascist
Junta, dictator Augusto Pinochet, President
of the junta goverrnment, called a farce of
a popular vote to take place on January 4,
in an attempt to de facto legitimize his
goverrnment.,

That Pinochet-inspired farce provoked
protests not only from the other members of
the ruling elique, but also from the Chi-
lean Episcopal Conference -~ the country’'s
highest Catholic authority — as well as
broad strata of the Chilean population who
took to the streets in order to publicly
manifest their repudiation of the referen=-
dum,

After scandalously rigging the results
of the poll - a fact which has been con-
firmed by the foreign newsmen who were in
Chile to observe a part of the electoral
farce - Pinochet announced that he had ob-
tained "a broad backing of the citizenry",
and rejected, in a letter addressed tc the
UN Secretary General, the condemnation of
the Chilean military government that had
been adopted by that international organi-
zation.

The United Nations ignored that letter,
and even the US Department of State public=
ly denounced the irregulatities having been
committed by the military junta during the

ed ox- the opposition to publicly ma
its opinion.

UNITY INTHE STREETS

The referendum farce bro t Chileans
into the streets to express their protest
by various mass demonstrations lasting se-
veral days despite the brutal repression
unleashed by the security forces. Many
persons were arrested; however, in the face
of both internal and international pres-
sures, these people have been released.
Moreover, people who had been distributing
pamphlets and other documents denouncing
the electoral fraud or calling for votes
against the dictatorship were also arrest-
ed., Young supporters of the Popular Unity
and the Christian Democratic Party, to-
gether with women and workers, were &iet-
ributing leaflets , with such texts as "Ask
for work and they 11 tell you NO - now it's
your, turn to say NO"; "NO to Pinochet";
"Don"t be afraid, vote NO"; "Citizen of
Chile‘ stand up to your oppressors. Vote
NO"; “Chile has not been subdued. Pinochet
has been ummasked!”; "Your NO is the
response to the murders, poverty and
terror"; "Renounce your oppressors - don t
vote or vote NO".

Demonstrations and arrests took place
all over the country, leading to the conso=
lidation of the unity of action of diverse
sectors of Chilean workers, students and
women against the dicmtorsh{p.

The test and mobilization of Chilean
patriots swell and continue, This photo
shows a demonstration by women relatives of
missing detainees, which took place inside
the of Justice,

HUNGER STRIKE FOR MISSING
PERSONS

While Pinochet was preparing his elec-
toral farce, 83 relatives of political pri-
soners who had been kidnapped and were be-
lieved to be in the hands of the DINA-CNI,
staged a four-day hunger strike in St.
Francis  church in Santiago; one of the
objectives of their action was to give sup-
port to the recently adopted UN General
Assembly 8 resolution condemning the junta.
International attention and solidarity was

focused with special intensity on those
courageous patriots who had succeeded in
clearly menifesting, in the face of the

dictatorship s farce, their denunciation of
the regime's repressive system which has

been 80 far responsible for the disap-
pearance of more than 2,500 political pri-
soners.

REPRESSION AGAINST CHRISTIAN
DEMOCRATS

Hardly had the "results" of the rigged
referendum been announced when Pinochet
declared that he would adopt a "tough-harded'
attitude toward his opponents. Consequently,
a police round-up was launched against mi-
litants of the Christian Democratic Party
and other popular parties and organizations,
an action which reached its péak with the

THREE WIVES OF MISSING
PRISONERS RETURN

The three wives of Chilean missing pri-
soners, Ulda Ortiz de Baeza, Gabriela Bravo

de Lorca and Ana Gonzdlez de Recabarren,
returned to the country following a denun-—
ciatory trip to Europe and the United

States. These brave women had testified be-
fore the delegates to the 32nd UN General
Assembly on the case of the 2,500 missing
persons in Chile. Originally, the junta had
denied them permission to re-enter Chile;
they eventually returned to the country
under the protection of a number of embas=-
sies, including that of the United States,
in order to carry on their struggle for the
lives of their relatives and all the other
missing persons.

IUS EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY WITH
ARRESTED LEADERS

_The Secretariat of the International
Union of Students (IUS) sent cables to
OCLAE, FEUCA and various national student

unions, in which it expressed its denun~
ciation of the hew wave of repression in
Chile and the arrests of student leaders

Guillermo Yungue and Elfas Sénchez; more-

over, the IUS Secretariat requested the un-

dertaking of measures aimed at obtaining

the release of all the mxasin.\g or imprison=-
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atic leaders, including
President and former gl'aa_un'gantng t{xBISsg:::
Tomés Reyes, and youth and student lea
Guillermp. Yungue  and Elfas Sénches.The
whole group were subsequently relegated to
different places in the Andean foothills,
in the inhospitable northern region of the
country. However, later on the Court of
Appeals annulled the decree that had impos-
ed house arrest on these people and, in
consequence of a worldwide uproar of pro-
test, permitted them to settle in the city
of Arica in the north of the country.

NEW MURDERS

On December 7, 1977, agents of the DINA-
CNI killed journalist Augusto Carmona,whose
murder was followed by those of Germén
Cortez Rodriguez and Gabriel Riveros.

These killings were followed by the
arrests of journalists Horacio Marotta of
Inés Naranjo of the National
Station of Santiago, Diana Marfa

of the University of Concepcion,
and Isidro Liendo, brother of José Liendo
who had been shot dead in September 1973.
Moreover, six lathe-operators were arrested
in o{u of Rancagua on charges of dis-
seminating subversive propaganda.

Another denunciation refers to the
murder of Pur{sima Zabala de Pablo,the wife
of an engineer exiled in Venezuela - Gon-
zalo Herranz, and the mother of three chil-
dren. This young woman had disappeared on
November 24, and on November 28 her family
were informed that her corpse had been
found on Papudo beach under circumstances
very similar to those of the murder of the
member of the Chileen Communist Party
Central Committee, Marta Lidia Ugarte.

CLOSE-DOWNS OF RADIO
STATIONS

. Acgording to information from the
Junta s Under-secretariat for Communi-
cations, 18 radio stationa closed down in
1977. Among those stations silenced bty of=-
ficial decree were seven that had been own-
ed by the dissolved Christian Democratic
Party.

Jikewise, the or o
eab.!L‘e to cnhe]}s Minister of the Interior,
General César Rauil Benavidez, d - on

of millions of students the imme-
diate release of the recently arrested,
missing, imprisoned and exiled persons.

ALGIERS MEETING

The 5th plenary session of the Interna-
tional Commission of Enquiry into the Crimes
of the Chilean Military Junta gathered in
the capital of Algeria., Testifying before
that gathering together with the Popular
Unity leaders were also former prisoners
of the dictatorship and other persons per=-
secuted or expelled from the country.

Of special importance was the partici-
pation -~ a8 a private individual, yet with
the authorization of his party =~ of the
former Senator and Chairman of the Chilean
Christian Democratic Party, Renén Fuen-
tealba (who had been expeiled from the
country), and of former mayor and MP Clau-
dio Huepe (who had ,spent several months in
prison on the junta’s orders).

Fuentealba. made a fervent, agpul for
joint actions by all of Chile s democratic
forces. "We must not repeat the erroré of
the past," he said, and pointed out the im-
portance of international solidarity with
the struggle of his people. Fuentealba also
pleaded for a common platform and joint ac-
tions of all Chilean democratic forces when
speaking at a joint preass conference with
the General Secretary of the Communist Par-
ty of Chile, Luis Corvalén, and the widow
of the late President Salvador Allende,
Mrs Hortensia Bussi.

CHILE’S AMBASSADOR TO THE US
RESIGNS

Jorge Cauas, former Minister of Finance
of the military govermment and surrently
the Chilean Ambessador to the United States,
allegedly resigned from hie post. His re~
signation was reported by the Chilean of«
ficial evening newspaper La Segurda.Accord-
ing to the report, Cauas supyosedly di-
sagreed with the arrests and badistment of
the 12 Christian Democratic leadsre
by the re, » descri these acts as
*affecting hia position as a diplomat®,
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LA FARSA DEL REFERENDUM

Contra 1la opinidén de la Fuerza Aérea y
de la Armada Nacional, representada en car-
tas enviadas por los Comandantes en Jefe de

la FACH, general Gustavo Leigh, y de la Ma-
rina, aimxrente José Toribio Merino, ambos
integrantes de la junta fascista de Chile,

el dictador Augusto Pinochet, Presidente de
la Junta de Gobierno convoco, el pasado 4
de enero, a una farsa de consulta popular
intentando legitimar a su gobierno de fac-
to.

La farsa de Pinochet no 86lo provocé las
protestas de los demés integrantes de la
cipula gobernante, sino de la Conferencia
Episcopal chilena - la més alta jerarquia
catolica del pais -, de numerosos gremios y
de vastos sectores de chilenos que salieron
a las calles para rechazar piblicamente el
reférendum.

Luego de manejar escandalosamente los
resultados - segin comprobaron incluso los
periodistas extranjeros que observaron par-
te de la farsa electoral - Pinochet anuncio
que habfa recibido un "agplio respaldo de
la ciudadanfa" y rechazo, en carta al
Secretario General de la ONU, la condena a-
probada por ese organismo internacional
contra el gobierno militar chileno.

Las Naciones Unidae hicieron caso omiso
de la certa y hasta el Departamento de Es-
{:doh:ortemeri.em dunqggio pﬂblicexgente

s irregularidades cometidgs por la Junt

: referénium, sebala

su opinién,

UNIDAD EN LAS CALLES

La farsa del reférendum hizo salir a la
calle a los chilenos para protestar en di-
versas manifestaciones masivas que se pro-
longaron duragte varios dfas, pese a la
brutal represion desatada por las fuerzas
de seguridad. Numerosas personas fueron de~
tenidas, pero ante la presion interna e in-
ternacional fueron puestgs luego en liber-
tadl Tembiédn ee arresto a personas que
distribufan panfletos y documentos en que
se denunciaba el fraude o se llamaba a vo-
tar contra la dictadura,Jovenes partidarios
de la Unidad Popular y de la Democracia
Cristiana, junto a mujeres y trabajadores,
repartfan panfletos con leyendas como: "Pe-
diste trabajo y te respondieron NO", Ahora
es tu turno de decir NO., "El dia 4‘ di NO a
tus opresores", "NO a Pinochet", "No tenga
miedo, vote NO". "Chileno: rechaza a tus
opresores. Vota NOI" "Chile no ha sido
agredido. Pinochet ha sido desenmascaradol"
"PTu NO es la respuesta a los asesinatos, a
la miseris y al terror"."Rechaza a tus opre-
sores, no votes o vota NOI"

A 1o largo del pafs ee sucedigron las
manifestaciones y las detenciones, consoli~-
dénd 1a unidad en los hechos en diversos
sectores de los trabajadores, estudiantes y
mujeres chilenas contra la Dictadura,

manifestara‘pdélicamenéé

Le protests y movilizacién de los patriotas
chilenos suma y 8 . fotografia
corresponde & una estacion de las mu-

~ razzia contra militantes democratas
L {idos

HUELGA DEHAMBRE POR LOS
DESAPARECIDOS

Mientras Pinochet preparaba su farsa e-
lectoral, 83 familiares de presos politicos
desaparecidos en manos de la DINA-CNI, e-
fectuaron una huelga de hambre de 2uatro
dfas en el interior de la Iglesia de San
Francisco, en Santiago y uno de sus objeti-
vos era el apoyo & la resolucion condenato-
ria a la junta recientemente aprobada por
la Asamblea General de la ONU, La atencion
y la solidaridad internacional se centré
especialmente en estos valerosos patriotas
que lograron mantener presente, frente a la
farsa de la Dictadura, su denuncia del sis-
tema represivo del régimen que ha hecho de-
saparecer a més de 2,500 presos politicos.

REPRESION CONTRA DEMOCRATAS
CRISTIANOS

Apenas dados a conocer los "resultados"
del reférendum fraudulento, Pinochet anun-
cio que aplicard la "mano dura" contra sus
opositores. Fue as{ como se inicid una

ros p

12 altos dirigentes de la DC, entre ellos,
el Vicepresidente del Partido y ex-presi-
dente del Senado, Tomés Reyes, y los diri-
gentes estudiantiles y Jjuveniles, Guillermo
Yungue y Elfas Sénchez. E1 grupo fue poste=
riormente relegado a diversos puntos de la
Pre-Cordillera, en inhospitos lugares de la
zona norte del pafs, Sin embargo, poste-
riormente, la Corte de Apelaciones anulo el
decreto que impueso el arresto domiciliaric
de los afectadgs y, ante el clamor mundial,
se les permitio residir en la ciudad de A~
rica, en el norte del pais.

NUEVOS ASESINATOS

El 7 de diciembre de 1977, efectivos de
la DINA-CNI mataron al perioéiata Augusto
Carmona y posteriormente fueron asesinados

también, Germén Cortez Rodriguez y Gabriel
Riveros,

Mée tarde se detuvo & los periodistas
Horacio Marotta, de Canal 7 de TV, Inés Na-
ranjo, de Radio Nacional de Santiago, Diana
Maria Duhalde, de la Universidad de éoncsp-
cion, e Isidro Liendo, hermano de José
Lien&o, quien fuera fusilado en septiembre
de 1973. Asimismo, se detuvo a seis obreros
torneros en Rancagua, acusados de repartir
propaganda subversiva.

Otra denuncia se refiere al asesinato de
Pur{sima Zabala de Pablo, esposa del inge-
niero exiliado en Venezuela, Gonzalo
Herranz, y madre,6 de tres hijos. La joven
mujer desapareci el 24 de poviembre y el
28 del mismo mes se informo a la familia
que su cadéver habfa sido encontrado en la
playa de Papudo, en circunstancias muy pa-
recidas al asesinato de la miembro del CC
del PC de Chile, Marta Lidia Ugarte.

CLAUSURAS DE RADIOEMISORAS

18 radiocemisoras desaparecieron en 1977,
segin informaron fuentes de la Subsecreta-
ria de Comunicaciones de la Junta, Entre

REGRESARON LAS TRES ESPOSAS
DE PRESOS DESAPARECIDOS

Las tres esposas de presos politicos de-
saparecidos en Chile, Ulda Ortiz de Baeza,
Gabriela Bravo de Lorca y Ana Gonzédlez de
Recabarren, regresaron al pais luego de una
gira de denuncias por Europa y Estados‘Unl-
dos, Estas valerosas mujeres testimoniaron
ante delegados a la XXXII Asamblea General

de la ONU sobre el caso de los 2 500 se-
cuestrados en Chile. La Junta, en un prin-
cipio les habfa negado el 1ingreso al

territorio nacional y ahora regyesaron al
pais bajo la proteccion de numerosas emba-
Jadas, entre ellas, la de los Estados Uni-
dos, para continuar su lucha por le vida
de sus familiasres y la de todos los desapa-
recidos.

LA UIE SE SOLIDARIZA CON
DIRIGENTES DETENIDOS

El Secretariado de la Unidén Internacio-
nal de Estudiantes (UIE), envid cables a
OCLAE, FEUCA y a variadas uniones estudian-
tiles nacionales, donde denuncio la nueva
ola represiva e le e

1y

medidas a fin de lograr su libertad y la de
todos los presos politicos desaparecidos,
encarcelados o confinados de Chile.

Asimismo, envié un cable al Ministro del
Interior, general César Rail Benavidez, e~
xigiendo en nombre de millones de estudian-
tes la libertad inmediata de los nuevos de-
tenidos, desaparecidos, encarcelados Yy re-
legados.

REUNION DE ARGEL

En la cgpital de Argelia se x:egu;ié la
Quinta Sesion Plenaria de la Comision In-

ternacional investigadora de los crimenes
de la Junta Militar chilena. Junto a los
dirigentes de la Unidad Popular, testimo-

niaron también ex-prisioneros
dura y otras personas
sadas del pais.

,Bspecial importancia tuvo la participa-
cion - aungue a tftulo personal pero con
autorizacion de su Partido ~ del ex senador
y presidente de ‘la Democracia Cristiana
chilena, Rendn Fuentealba (expulsado del
g;is) y del ex intendente y ex diputado

audfo Huepe (quien gsmmecio varios me-
ses encarcelado por orden de la Junta).

Fuenteslba hizo un ferviente llamado a
acciones comunes de todas las fuerzas demo~-
créticas en Chile. "No dgbemos repetir los
errores del pasado", senalo, destacando la
solidaridad internacional con la lucha de
su pueblo. Fuentealba abogo también por una
plataforma comin y acciones conjuntas de
todas las fuerzas democréticas chilenas en
una conferencia de prensa conjunta con el
secretario general del PC de Chile, Luis
Corvalén y la viuda del ex presidente Sal-
vador Allende, Hortensia Bussi,

RENUNCIA EMBAJADOR CHILENO
ENEE. UU.

Jorge Cauas, ex ministro de Hacienda del
obierno militar y actual embajador de
ghile en los Estados Unidoa, habria pregen~

de la Dicta=-
perseguidas o expul=-

tado la renuncia a su cargo, Se senala
el vespertino oficialista chileno “La Se-
a", Cauas habria estadg en desacuerdo

las frecuencias que ucaron por disposi- con la detencion y relegacion de los 12 di-
jeres familiares de los detenidos desapa- ﬁn oficial siete emisgras propie- rigentea democratas ‘c}d.uhm oﬁo-g.p
recidos, realizade en el interior de los dad del disuelto Partido Democrata Crie- sor el i‘q”n' por afectar su situacion
“tribunales de justicia®, tiano. iplomdtica®.
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